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Action Plan – Emergency Lighting 
 

This worksheet is designed to help readers develop an emergency lighting action plan 
using information provided in Chapter 13 (Emergency Lighting) of The Provident Prepper: A 
Common-Sense Guide to Preparing for Emergencies. 

We have established that light is vital to emotional well-being and physical safety during a 
power outage. You do not need to have every cool lighting device available, but you do need to meet 
your basic needs Review your risk assessment. What hazards are you preparing for? How long do you 
need to provide light without electricity? What type of lighting needs do you have? Do you need to take 
special precautions for members of the household? 
 We have children in the home, so we prefer to avoid open flame when possible. Each of our 
children have their own light sticks and flashlights. We have short-term emergency devices (flashlights, 
headlamps, candles, etc.) as well as long-term sustainable methods (natural lighting, solar lights, 
reusable glow lights, etc.). It sounds like a lot, but it is not. We use many of these devices in our 
everyday life. 
 Use the table below to brainstorm your emergency lighting needs. Some devices are safe only 
for outdoor use, others would be quickly destroyed by the elements. Calculate how many hours you 
may need and explore what each device might provide. How many batteries do you need to stockpile? 
The amount of fuel you need will depend on your particular device. 
 

Emergency Lighting Action Plan 
Total Lighting Hours Goal: ________ 

Type of  
Lighting Need 

Indoor, 
Outdoor 
or Both 

Short-term 
Emergency 

or  
Long-term 

Sustainable  

Fuel Needs Total 
Light 
Hours  

Provided 

Example: 
Propane Lantern 

 
 
 

Small Flashlight 
 

Small Flashlight (Rechargeable 
Batteries) 

 
Outdoor 

Only 
 
 

Both 
 

Both 

 
Short-term 

 
 
 

Short-term 
 

Both 

 
One pound propane 
bottle (5) 
Mantles (6) 
 
9 AAA Batteries 
 
Solar Charger 
9 Rechargeable 
Batteries 

 
30 
 
 
 
45 
 
Indefinite 

Area – light an entire room, i.e. meal 
time, games, gathering 
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Task – light to perform small tasks, 
i.e. dishes, mending, reading, 
projects 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

Hands Free – lights up the 
immediate work area and leaves 
your hands free 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

Identification – light that allows you 
to be safely seen by others, i.e. 
along roadside, keep track of 
children 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

Signaling – light that allows you to 
be found in the darkness; i.e. hurt, 
lost 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

Individual – each person should 
have their own personal light source 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

Total Number of Lighting Hours     
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